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Pre-Event Coordination

What would you do?

PEmergency Managers
< Outdoor Events / Large public gatherings

PSpotter Networks
< Deployment / Number of spotters

PMedia
< Staffing / Backup power

PNWS
< Staffing / Information dissemination



June 18, 1998

Can this be avoided?



Pre-Event Coordination

June 27, 1998

PMajor Squall Line

PExtensive damage

PSpotter readiness

PDispatcher staffing

PNotification for large, outdoor events

PThis is a success story - some are not



Meteorological Background
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Meteorological Background
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Meteorological Background

CAPE



Meteorological Background

850 mb Dew Points



Meteorological Background

00z June 28 - MPX Sounding



Meteorological Background
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Spotter Networks

June 27, 1998

PHazardous Weather Outlooks
< Issued at 11z & 18z

PVHF Radio (Point-to-point)

PAmateur Radio

PSpotters in place BEFORE squall line hits



Dispatcher Staffing

June 27, 1998

PSources of information
< L.E.T.S., VHF Radio, FAX, Telephone, Other

PHazardous Weather Outlooks

P “Heads up” contact

PLa Crosse County calls in 5 extra dispatchers
< Prepared for extra workload
< Campground evacuation call - 1 hour before



Outdoor Events

June 27, 1998

PRochester Fest
< Numerous contacts throughout afternoon
< Able to clear streets; move people indoors

PNational Tractor Pull - Tomah, WI
< Contact calls 2 hours before storm hits
< Able to clear grandstands; people in cars
< Command structure in question - lost time



Summary of event

June 27, 1998

PWidespread damage
< Straight-line wind, hail, flash flooding

PPower outages

P23 of 28 counties declared Federal Disaster
areas

PNo deaths - very few injuries



Summary of event

June 27, 1998

PAdvance notice DID make a difference

PHelped prepare spotter networks

PHelped expedite emergency response

PSaved lives and prevented injuries

PCommunication & information are essential!!
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